
RockCutStatePark����

Chiseledoutofthestate’sfarnorthernregionisRockCutState
ParkinWinnebagoCounty.Nearbyareother“rocky”land-
marks—themightyRockRiverandtheplacewherewagons
oncefordedit,Rockford.It’sanareaofrollingplains,interesting
historyandrecreationalvariety.

Twolakessetoffthepark’s3,092acres.PierceLake,with162
acres,isaretreatforpeoplewantingtofish,icefishoriceskate.
Asecond56-acrelake,OlsonLake,isespeciallyforswimmers.
Roundingoutthepark’srecreationaloptionsarecamping,biking,
hiking,horsebacktrails,andcross-countryskiing.Whateverthe
season,youcanbesurethere’squiteabitofactivitygoingonat
RockCutStatePark.

ThePark’sPast����

Bythemiddleofthe17thcentury,Miami-speakingtribesof
NativeAmericansenteredtheregionofRockCutStateParkafter
theIroquoisdrovethemfromterritoryonthesouthernendof
LakeMichigan.Fromabout1655until1735,theRockRiverwas
withintherangeoftheMascouten,whowerealsopushedwest-
wardbytheIroquois.TheWinnebagorangedsouthwardfrom
WisconsintotheRockRiverfromthe1740suntil1837,whilethe
river’supperportionwasontheperipheryoftheFoxandSauk
territoryfromabout1765to1833.By1800,thePotawatomi,
OttawaandChippewanationshadextendedtheirrangeintothe
area,buttheycededtheirlandtotheUnitedStates32yearslater
followingtheBlackHawkWar.

ThePark’sPresent����

Becausewaterservesasawelcomemattobirdsandanimals,
wildlifewatcherstotheareawon’tbedisappointed.Birders
reportgoodviewing,withwaterfowlbeingabundant.Deer,fox,
muskrat,woodchuckandbeaverinhabitRockCutStatePark,as
doopossum,raccoonandbothgrayandfoxsquirrel.Over100
typesofwildflowersofferashowydisplayeachspringandsum-
mer,whilethehardwoodtreesdazzleyouwiththeirredsand
goldseveryfall.

SettlementofWinnebagoCountybeganaftertheBlackHawk
War.TheregionthatisnowRockCutStateParkwassettledpart-
lybyScotsaroundArgyle—namedfortheirScottishhomeof
Argyllshire—andpartlybyCanadians,NewYorkersandNew
EnglandersaroundthetownofHarlem—namedforNewYork
City’sHarlem.TheIllinoisversionofHarlemwasmovedin1859
whentheKenosha-RockfordRailLinewasbuilt.Thedammed
watersofPierceLakenowcovermuchoftherailroadbedwith-
inthepark,althoughportionsoftherailroadgradearevisible
alongWillowCreekbelowthespillway.Butblastingoperationsin
arockoutcropthatrailroadcrewsconductedduringthe1859
constructionleftlastingimpressionshere—theycutthroughrock
toprovideasuitableroadbedandgaveRockCutitsname.

Trails����

ThetrailsystematRockCutoffers
opportunitiesforhiking(40miles),
mountainbiking(23miles),andeques-
trian(14miles)andhasbeencomplete-
lyremarked.Trailuserswillfindupdated
trailhead/informationsignsatpicnic
areasandtrailaccesspointsfortrail
informationandregulations.Onlycertain
trailsaredesignatedformountainbiking
andequestrianuseandareidentifiedby
coloredtrailmarkers.Bluetrailsarefor
mountainbikingandhiking,yellowtrails
areforequestrianandhikingandred
trailsarerestrictedtohikingonly.

Trailactivitieshavebeendividedinto
“summerandwinter”seasonstopro-

videqualityseasonalprograms.The“summerprogram”(moun-
tainbikingandequestrian)trailsareopenApril1–November
30.Theseregulationsformountainbikingandequestrianuse
willbestrictlyenforcedandviolatorsaresubjecttofines.

The“winterprogram”providesforgroomedcross-countrytrailsas
conditionspermit.Thegroomedtrailsarebestaccessedatthe
LionsClubPicnicArea.Asacourtesy,hikersandsnowshoersare
askedtouseothertrailsthathavenotbeengroomedforclassi-
calskiingandthosegroomedforfreestyle/skating.

RockCutoffersaccess(atthePierceLakespillway)totheWillow
CreekBikeTrailandPerryvillePath,andPuriTrail(atPuriCrest
Picnicarea),apavedtrailsystemconnectingthelocalcommuni-
tiesofLovesParkandRockfordtoRockCutStatePark.

Camping����

Forthosewhowanttoincludeanovernightstayintheirvisitto
RockCut,theparkoffers215ClassAsitesand60ClassBsites.
Openyear-round,thecampgroundsprovidewater,electricity,
sanitarydumpstations,showers,toilets,aboatlaunchandplay-
groundequipment.Onlyelectricityandpittoiletsareavailablein
thewinterseason.AyouthgroupareaisavailableMay1toOct.
31byreservationonly.

Equestrian camping is restricted to a site on Hart Road. Groups
of more than 25 persons need advance permission from the site
superintendent before they can enter the park, and all campers
require a permit from park personnel. Alcohol is prohibited in the
campground.

Fishing and Boating � � � �

One of the park’s most popular activities is fishing Pierce Lake –
named for state Rep. William Pierce of Rockford, who served in
the legislature from 1951-1966 and who proposed the first land
acquisition for the park in 1955. The lake is stocked with large-
mouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish and channel catfish, as well
as bullhead, northern pike, muskellunge and walleye. There is
boat rental, docks and two launching ramps available. Olson
Lake also offers excellent fishing. Only carry-on watercraft and
electric motors are allowed on Olson Lake.

Swimming � � � �

Swimmers, take note. Although your sport is not allowed in
Pierce Lake, Olson Lake is specifically designed for swimming.
Located in the eastern part of the park, the lake is open
Memorial Day through Labor Day.The beach area features show-
ers and parking. Alcohol is banned throughout the park including
at the swim beach and the campgrounds.

Picnicking � � � �

Knowing that a visit to a state park is more fun when there’s food
to be enjoyed, Rock Cut has picnic areas scattered throughout
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� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

� Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.

� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities. We
hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave
only footprints.

� For more information on state parks, write to the Department of
Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at
1-800-2CONNECT.

� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech
Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and
those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals
regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe
you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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the park. Each is complete with tables, outdoor stoves and toilets.
Pick up items you might have forgotten at the concession stand
in the boat launch area.

Barrier-Free Facilities �  �  �  �

Several features make Rock Cut State Park accessible to disabled
individuals. Two fishing piers are available, including a covered
pier at the Lions Club day-use area. The area, which is totally
accessible, features paved walkways, toilets, water and a picnic
shelter with electricity. The park’s campground area has flush toi-
lets and showers that are barrier free. Handicap parking spaces
are located in all the day-use areas.

Winter Sports �  �  �  �

Take to the trails in the winter. A winding system of cross-coun-
try ski trails lets you take in the park’s natural beauty. But there’s
more winter fun—ice fishing is a great Rock Cut pastime.

Keep Your Eye on Every Issue of
OutdoorIllinois

DNR’s monthly magazine provides current
news and articles on hunting, fishing and
other outdoor recreational activities, as
well as information on the natural and cul-
tural resources of Illinois. 

A one-year subscription is only $15, and
each December you’ll receive a full-color

calendar featuring important outdoor dates and events. To sub-
scribe, contact DNR at (217) 782-7454. The TTY number for the
hearing impaired is (217) 782-9175.

Enjoy Your visit �  �  �  �

Please abide by park rules during your visit. Alcoholic beverages
are not allowed in the park. Do not pick any flowers, and keep
your pet leashed at all times.

For more information contact Rock Cut State Park, 7318 Harlem
Road, Loves Park, IL 61111, phone (815) 885-3311.

Exotic Species �  �  �  �

Plants and animals not native to Illinois are exotic species. Most of

them are harmless to our state; however, some can be very invasive

to native plant communities and can overwhelm or wipe out native

species. Prevention and control of exotic, invasive species requires

tremendous cooperation between managers and all users of parks,

natural areas, and privately owned land.

To learn more about exotic and invasive species and how you can

help prevent their spread, visit the IDNR Exotic Species Website at:

http://www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/ExoticSpecies/
exoticspintro.htm.

Recreational Trails Program �  �  �  �

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided by
the Federal Highway Administration through the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP). Monies are funded through the Federal
Motor Fuel Tax and administered through the National
Recreational Trails Fund Act. Trail projects are supported by the
federal government, which provides up to 80% reimbursement of
cost. State funds provide the balance of the funding for the pro-
jects. The trails program encourages trails management prac-
tices to serve a wide variety of trail users. The program is admin-
istered in Illinois by the Department of Natural Resources in
cooperation with the Illinois Department of Transportation.
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